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Policy C-042 Appendix: High Alert Medications
Medications that the Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee has deemed to be High Risk or       High-Alert are listed below. 
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	These medications require a double check by Nursing staff. Refer to the nursing practice manual policy “Medications: Double Check of High Alert” to review the steps required in a double check or proper disposal of a FentaNYL patch.

	

	Medication
	Improper dose, administration, or monitoring could lead to:

	Alteplase [Activase rt-PA®] includes bolus doses
	Increased risk of bleeding.

	Argatroban
	Increased risk of bleeding.

	Chemotherapy agents (all formulations)
	Adverse outcome or death.

	Epoprostenol [Flolan® or Veletri®] and Treprostinil [Remodulin®]
	Respiratory depression and/or failure if the medication is stopped and hypotension if overdosed.

	FentaNYL Transdermal Patch [Duragesic®]  (Disposal Only)
	Patches that have been used contain residual FentaNYL and should be disposed of properly.

	Heparin infusions
	Bleeding from overdose or thrombotic events from inadequate dose.

	Insulin (Continuous infusions including bolus doses and subcutaneous doses of regular U-500 and short/rapid acting insulins)
	Cardiac changes, electrolyte disturbances, seizures, coma or death.

	Magnesium infusions for pre-term labor or pre-eclampsia
	Adverse outcome during labor and child delivery.

	Medications infused on an epidural pump includes interscalene or regional nerve blocks
	Adverse outcome or death.

	MiFEPRIStone (Mifeprex®)
	Adverse outcome or death

	Narcotics (Continuous infusions, epidural infusions and PCA)
	Injury due to falling, respiratory depression, coma or death.

	Oxytocin infusions for labor induction or augmentation
	Adverse outcome during labor and child delivery.

	Sodium Chloride 23.4% (Concentrated Electrolyte for Increased Intracranial Pressure)
	Death if given inappropriately.

	Tenecteplase [TNKase]
	Increased risk of bleeding.



	These medications are high alerts for Pharmacy staff

	

	Medication
	Improper dose, administration, or monitoring could lead to:

	Anticoagulants
[Warfarin, Low Molecular Weight Heparin (LMWH), SC unfractionated Heparin, novel anticoagulants, Factor Xa inhibitor]
	Bleeding from overdose or thrombotic events from inadequate dose.

	Concentrated Potassium
	Death if given inappropriately.

	Epoprostenol [Flolan® or Veletri®] and Treprostinil [Remodulin®]
	Respiratory depression and/or failure if the medication is stopped and hypotension if overdosed.

	Promethazine IV [Phenergan®]
	Severe tissue injury from extravasation.

	Total Parenteral Nutrition [TPN]
	Infection, adverse outcomes or death.
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