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	Medication         

[Class or Indication]
	Sound-Alike Medication  

[Class or Indication]
	Safety Issue

	Alteplase (Activase®)

[thrombolytic agent]
	Tenecteplase (TNKase®)

[thrombolytic agent]
	Similar indications, but different dosing

	amLODIPine  (Norvasc®)

[antihypertensive]
	AMILoride (Midamor®)

[K sparing diuretic]
	Different indications, but similar dosing

	Amphotericin conventional (Fungizone®)

[antifungal]
	Amphotericin Lipid forms 
(Ambisome®)

[antifungal]
	Different dosing (Amphotericin conventional 25-75mg while Ambisome® 250-500mg), same indications, lipid product ordered as brand name, Ambisome® cloudy yellow whereas amphotericin conventional clear yellow

	busPIRone (BuSpar®)

[antianxiety]
	buPROPion (Wellbutrin®)

[antidepressant]
	Different indications & dosing

	captopril (Capoten®)

[antihypertensive- ACE-I]
	carvedilol (Coreg®)

[antihypertensive- Beta Blocker]
	Different mechanisms of action

	CISplatin (Platinol®) 

[chemotherapy agent]
	CARBOplatin  (Paraplatin®)

[chemotherapy agent]
	Different dosing, do not give doses >100mg/m2 of CISplatin, store separately 

	Citalopram (celeXA®)
[antidepressant]
	Celecoxib (celeBREX®)
[NSAID]

   Fosphenytoin (Cerebyx®) 

[anti-seizure]
	Different indications & dosing

	cloNIDine  (Catapres®)

[antihypertensive]
	clonazePAM (KlonoPIN®)

[anti-anxiety]
cloZAPine (Clozaril®)
[anti-psychotic]
	Different indications & dosing, clonazePAM is a controlled substance, cloZAPine can gratly affect ANC

	DOPamine

[cardiac shock, CHF]
	DOBUTamine

[CHF]
	Different dosing

	DOXOrubicin (Adriamycin®)

[chemotherapy agent]
	DAUNOrubicin   (Cerubidine®) 

[chemotherapy agent]

DOXOrubicin (Doxil®) 

[chemotherapy agent lipid formulation]
	Adriamycin® has red color and dose is 50-75mg/m2
DOXORUBicin liposomal (Doxil®)  is cloudy and dose is 20 mg/m2 at 21-day intervals

	Dextran 10%

[volume expander]
	Dextrose 10%

[nutritive agent/osmotherapy]
	Different indications & dosing 

	EPINEPHrine

[cardiac arrest, anaphylaxis]
	EPHEDrine sulfate

[hypotension]
	Different uses & dosing, both come as 1 mL ampules

	glipiZIDE (Glucotrol®)

[antidiabetic agent]
	glyBURIDE (Diabeta®)

[antidiabetic agent]
	Similar indications, but different potencies

	HumaLOG®
[rapid acting insulin]
	HumuLIN®
[short acting insulin]
	Different onsets and durations of action

	HumaLOG Mix75/25®
[NPH + rapid acting insulin]
	HumuLIN 70/30®
[NPH + short acting insulin]
	Different onsets of action and durations of action



	hydrALAZINE       

[antihypertensive]
	hydrOXYzine 

[antihistamine]
	Different indications & dosing

	HYDROmorphone  (Dilaudid®)

[opioid analgesic]
	morphine

[opioid analgesic]
	Different potencies: HYDROmorphone is 7 to 10 times more potent than morphine

	inFLIXimab (Remicade®)

[monoclonal antibody]
	riTUXimab (Rituxan®)

[monoclonal antibody]
	Different indications & dosing

	insulin glargine  (Lantus®)

[clear, long-acting insulin]
	insulin lispro (HumaLOG®)

[clear, short-acting insulin]
	Different onset and duration of action.
RN double check for short and rapid acting insulin

	Metoprolol (Toprol XL®)
[antihypertensive- Beta Blocker]
	Topiramate (Topamax®) 

[anti-seizure]
	Different indications, store separately

	metroNIDAZOLE (Flagyl®)

[antibacterial]
	metFORMIN (Glucophage®)

[antidiabetic agent]
	Different indications, separate stock

	MethylPREDNISolone Depot (DEPO-Medrol®)

[corticosteroid]
	MethylPREDNISolone (SOLU-Medrol®)
[corticosteroid]
	Different sites of administration

	MiFEPRIStone (Mifeprex®)

[abortifacient] 
	MiSOPROStol (Cytotec®) 

[prostaglandin]
	Different regimen & dosing
Mifepristone is REMS; requires dual RN sign off  

	OxyCONTIN®
[opioid, long-acting]
	oxyCODONE

[opioid, short-acting]
	Different onsets and durations of action

	oxytocin (Pitocin®)

[labor induction]
	vasopressin (Pitressin®)
[asytole & vasodilatory shock]
	Different indications &dosing

	PACLitaxel (Taxol®) 

[chemotherapy agent]
	DOCEtaxel (Taxotere®) 

[chemotherapy agent]
	Different indications, store separately, PC alerts

	PARoxetine (Paxil®)

[antidepressant]
	Clopidogrel  (Plavix®)  

[anti-platelet]
	Different indications & dosing

	RisperiDONE (RisperDAL®)

[antipsychotic]
	ROPINIRole (Requip®)

[dopamine agonist]
	Different indications 

	sulfaSALAzine  (Azulfidine®)

[bowel disease]
	sulfADIAZINE

[toxoplasmosis]
	Different indications &dosing

	traZODone                          

[antidepressant]
	traMADol (Ultram®)

[opioid analgesic]
	Different indications, separate storage

	vinCRIStine  (Oncovin®) 

[chemotherapy agent]

max 1.4 mg/m2
	vinBLAStine (Velban®) 

[chemotherapy agent]

5-7mg/m2
	Different indications & dosing, PC alerts, store separately, no abbreviations, dispense vincCRIStine in minibag only to avoid intrathecal administration

	Zidovudine (Retrovir®) 

[antiviral]
	ritonavir (Norvir®)

[antiviral]
	Different regimens & different dosing


